PREFACE
eration has been defined in terms not only of regional
developments, such as the Inter-American System, but in
projects of general international collaboration such as the
League of Nations. Furthermore, the record unfolded has
sometimes even been a chapter in bilateral relations.
Panama's part in World War I, for example, was not a
case of action under Inter-American authority, or even
of cooperation within the grand alliance against Ger-
many. It was essentially an action undertaken in con-
junction with the United States of America.
The record of Panama in international cooperation
has, on the whole, been a favorable and heartening story.
It constitutes a valuable case study of a Latin American
state in the process of serving regional, as well as world-
wide, projects of diplomatic, cultural, economic, scientific,
and military collaboration for the common welfare of the
human race. The devotion which has characterized
Panama's long work in behalf of international amity, and
the high caliber of the statesmen who have spoken for her
in the councils of the Americas and of the world, have
given the Republic attention, prestige, and recognition
considerably out of proportion to her size and power.
In putting together the detailed information and draw-
ing the conclusions which have gone into the making of
this book, the author wishes to acknowledge the im-
measurable benefits he received from the timely advice,
constructive criticism, and encouraging guidance of Pro-
fessor Arthur P, Whitaker of the University of Pennsyl-
vania, his teacher and his friend. Many other friends and
associates have given generously of their time and counsel.
Mr. Edward Schuster of New York, author of distin-
guished works in the field of Latin American Law, al-
though in ill health, gave his precious time and friendly
interest to the writer and made available to him the re-